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United States Department of the Inﬁ;zgloﬁr_. -
PAT =~
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION - 4 AT 2
SOUTHWEST REGION SENNETR
HERRING PLAZA BOX H-4577 SRR
IN REPLY AMARILLO, TEXAS 79101 A
REFER TO: 101
870. APR 3 ¢ 1375 T

Mr. Stephen E., Reynolds
State Engineer

Bataan Memorial Building
State Capitol

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Steve:

As a result of a telephone call from Mr. Phil Mutz to Mr. Dale
Raitt, enclosed is a copy of a memorandum dated May 17, 1974,
concerning the water entitlement of the Navajo Tribe, Navajo
Indian Irrigation Project.

In addition to the requested memorandum, we are also enclosing
a memorandum dated May 7, 1974, from the Commissioner to the

Associate Solicitor - Energy and Resources on the same subject.

Sincerely yours,

J. A. Bradley
Regional Director
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Irom: | Sollcitor o o . ’
v Subject: .ilavejo Iadian Irrdgacion.Project—savings in net depleticasn |
. regulting Iron coaversicn irom vravity to spriukiexr
*  On tlpril 23, 1974, vou ianquived whether th Lurcau of T lamatica .
vould deliver from lavajo PFascrvoir to the . Xavajo Jﬂdi Tidbe

the saving in net dopleidona attributable ©o a conver ﬂJon fron

fL“ViLj to spr_a“l-“ ivrigatdon on the projeect. X an enclosing a

copy of a Hay 7, 1974 wmzooraadui fxon the Commxlusloner of Poclonnsd

to the Ascoclate Solicitor—Enargy aad Resources giving an ariixoatlve
. 2AGWeY to your (uoaiion.

*  Tho Couuicsioner states that chbous ~4,000 acce~fcet less would he

¢ depleted ftom tho yiver oS a resuls of the converalon nnd that both '
he and officlaly of the llaw Maidco Strecu Commdssion are in agreonent
thet thio vater would be available for Indian wses on the resgervatica.

The Comafssionar also ctates that Szetion & of the authorlzing cet of .
Jwe 13, 1962, srould xequdre tiat such uses be covered by appropriate
contractual arraagoesaatcs. L 4o cctujllv Sectdon 11 of the fct,

43 1.S.Ce 61533, that would dwmpose that requivremont, Sactien 4
reflcets a coangpressional inteat that the,cost of reservolr capacity
allocated to water used by tha Indians for M&L purposcs be wepaid by
the Indians with dntexesteg
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Assoclate Solicitor~Indian Affairs w/enc.
Solicitor's reading file
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From;: Colinissioner of Reclamation Co R
' i
Subject: HNavajo Indian Irrigation Projcct (Memorandum of Apvil 23 . . i
from Under Secretary to Solicitor) ] L .

+The Undey Seeretary's memorvandunm questionced vhether the Buresu of
Reclomation would daliver any cavings in water depletion due to the.
use of gprinkler 2s opposed to gravity irvigation cn. the projoct,

Our position 13 that the authorizing lepislation pirovided for the
diversion and consumptive use of such water as would be requized o

. Jvrigate 110,620 acres. Tt was estimated that the diversion and

. Gepletion resulting from such development vould ameunt, Teopectively,
to 505,000 and 254,000 acre-icelt annually,

" "With spuiunkler application, we now estimate diverzion at aveut 370,000
acre-feot and depletion at 230,000, We have continually stated that
it appears equitable that tha residual depletion of 24,000 acye«feel
beloir the gravity jrrigation depletion chould be avallable fosr other

beneficial uses within the Havajo Reservation. Section 4 of the ) .
authorizing act would require that such uses be covered by appropriate
Y ol &'} Y /- . .
contractual arrangements. . [63§7/v 7
. . ,7’/(( 4

~Vle recently checlked with officials of the tew Mexicd,Stream Comiitenion,
|__ which is responsibld for water rights, water allocations, and administra-~ _ .
°  tion of the Colorado Iliver Compact for the State of Hew Mexico, on this
' gubject, ‘It confirmed our understanding with respect to depletions, but S
- emphasized that it cnvisifons suéh additional water utilization solely :
for Indian uses, and does not envision the Tribde beconming, a priori, a )
purveyor of saved water., - ’
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For divcraions between tha abova~menticnad 370,000 and SOu ,000 acre~feot,
the covmicosion apparently feels that tha utilizaticn of such vater vould
ba open for potential uses aither o ox ¢ff thz weservailcn, znd 1ts
ultimate disposition should be based upon careful review of planned usco
consjctent with State objectives for utililzstion of ite ccupact=
gppertioned supply from the Colorado River. * -

. .: s
It chould bo noted that the contemplated reduction in ci\ arnloen

ctmoints attricuted to sprinkler fyrigation of thno Navaja indian
Irrdgation Project will be available for relcasz throus sh the Mavaja
‘Rowerplant to help mect project power nceds, Thiz will cenailderably

a

zeduza the proic“L & dependence upon fessil fucled energy cources. J#fy
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